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COMPOSITE MATERIAL COMPRISING ORIENTED CARBON NANOTUBES 
IN A CARBON MATRIX AND PROCESS FOR PREPARING SAME 

Fyeld of the Invention 
Methods are described for the spinning of caibon nanotuise fibers containing a high 
loading of nanotubes in a fiber component; the stabilization of spun materials by post- 
spinning processes; and the application of such materials made by spinning* 

Pffjcription of the Related Art 
Since the discovery of caibon nanotubes by Cjima and coworkers (Nature 354. 56- 
58, (1991) and Nature 361, 603-605 (1993)) various types of carfwn nanotubes (NTs) have 
been synthesized A single-wall carbon nanotube (SWNT) consists of a single layer of 
graphite that has been wound into a seamless tube having a nanoscale diameter. A multi- 
wall carbon nanotube (MWNT), on the other hand, comprises two or more such cylindrical 
graphite layers that are coaxial. Both single-wall and multi-wall nanotubes have been 
obtained using various synthetic routes, which typically involve the use of metallic 
catalysts and very high processing temperatures. Typical synthesis routes are those 
employing a caibon arc, laser evaporation of carbon targets* and chemical vapor deposition 
(CVD). 

SWNTs are produced by the carbon-arc discharge technique using a pure carbon 
cathode and a cart)on anode containing a mixture of graphite powder and catalytic 
metal(s), like Fe, Ni, Co and Cu (D. S. Bethune et al. Nature 3£3, 605-7 (1993) and 
SJijima and T. Ichihashi, Nature 363, 603-5 (1993)). C. Joumet^r al. (Nature 388, 756- 
758 (1997)) have described an improved carix)n-arc method for the synthesis of SWNTs 
which uses Ni/Y (4.2/1 atom %) as the catalyst. Co-vaporization of carbon and the metal 
catalyst in the arc generator produced a web-like deposit of SWNTs that is intimately 
mixed with fiillerene-containing soot. 

Smalley's group (A. Thess et al, Science 273, 483-487(1996)) developed a pulsed 
laser vaporization technique for synthesis of SWNT bundles from a cari}on target 
containing 1 to 2% (w/w) Ni/Co. The dual laser synthesis, purification and processing of 
single- wall nanotubes has been described in the following references: J. Liu et al. Science 
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280, 1253 (1998); A. G. Rinzler et al, AppUed Physics A 67, 29 (1998); A. G. Rinzler et 
a/., Science 269. 1550 (1995); and H. Dai, et al., Nature 384. 147 (1996). 

The CVD method described by Cheng et al. (AppL Phys. Lett. 72, 3282 (1998)) 
involves the pyrolysis of a mixture of benzene with 1 to 5 % thiophene or methane, using 
ferrocene as a floating catalyst and 10% hydrogen in argon as the carrier gas. The 
nanotubes form in the reaction zone of a cylindrical furnace held at 1100-1200 **C. 
Depending on the thiophene concentration, the nanotubes form as either multi*wall 
nanotubes or bundles of single-wall nanotubes. Another useful method for growing single- 
wall nanotubes uses methane as the precursor, ferric nitrate contained on an alumina 
catalyst be4 and a reaction temperature of 1000 

Another CVD synthesis process was described by R. E. Smalley et al in PCT 
International AppUcation No. WO 99-US25702, WO 99-US21367 and by P. Nikolaev et 
al, in Chem. Phys. Lett. 313, 91-97 (1999). This process, known as the HiPco process, 
utilizes high pressure (typically 10-100 atm) carbon monoxide gas as the carbon source, 
and nanomet^ sized metal particles (formed in-situ within the gas stream from organo- 
metallic precuxBOis) to catalyze the growth of single-wall carbon nanotubes. The preferred 
catalyst precursors are iron carbonyl (Fe(C0)5) and mixtures of iron carbonyl and nickel 
carbonyl (Ni(C0)4). The HiPco process produces a SWNT product that is essentially free 
of carbonaceous impurities, which are the major component of the laser-evaporation and 
carbon-arc products. The process enables control of the range of nanotube diameters 
produced, by controlling the nucleation and size of the metal cluster catalyst particles. In 
this way, it is possible to produce unusually small nanotube diameters, about 0.6 to 0.9 
nm. 

The nanotube-containing products of the laser-evaporation and carbon-arc 
processes invariably contain a variety of carbonaceous impurities, including various 
fullerenes and less ordered forms of carbon soot. The carbonaceous impurity content in the 
raw products of the laser and carbon arc processes typically exceeds SO weight %. 
Purification of these products generally relies on selective dissolution of the catalyst 
metals and highly ordered carbon clusters (called fiiilerenes) followed by selective 
oxidation of the less ordered carbonaceous impurities. A typical purification process is 
described by Lui et al in Science 2M, 1253 (1998). This method involves refluxing the 
crude nroduct in 2.6 M nitric acid for 45 hnuns. snftnAnrtinfr rhp. nnnnhihpjB w nW in MaOW 
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aqueous solution using a surfactant (e.g, Triton X-100 from Aldrich, Kfilwaukee, WI), 
followed by filtration using a cross-flow filtration system. While the effects of these 
purification processes on the nanotubes themselves are not completely understood, it is 
believed that the nanotubes are shortened by oxidation. 

As discussed by B. I. Jakobson and R. E. Smalley (American Scientist 85, 325, 
1997) SWNT and MWNT materials are promising for a wide variety of potential 
applications because of the exceptional physical and chemical properties exhibited by the 
individual nanotubes or nanotube bundles. Some SWNT properties of particular relevance 
include metallic and semiconducting electrical conductivity, depending on the specific 
molecular structure, extensfonal elastic modulus of 0.6 TPa or higher, tensile strengths on 
the Older of ten to one hundred QPa, and surface areas that can exceed 300 m Vg. 

The proposed q)plication8 of carbon nanotubes include mechanical applications, 
such as in high-strength composites, electrical applications, and multifimctional 
applications in which different properties aspects of tiie carbon nanotubes are 
simultaneously utilized. Tennent et al, in US Patent 6,031,711 describe the application of 
sheets of carbon nanotubes as high performance supercapacitors. In this appUcationt a 
voltage difference is applied to two high-surface-area carbon nanotube electrodes that are 
immersed in a solid or liquid electrolyte. Current flows in the chaiging circuit, thereby 
injecting charge in tiie nanotubes, by creating an electrostatic double layer near the 
nanotube surfaces. 

The application of carbon nanotube sheets as electromechanical actuators has been 
recently described (R. H. Baughman et al,. Science 284, 1340 (1999)). These actuators 
utilize dimension changes that result from the double-layer electrochemical charge 
injection into high-surface-area carbon nanotube electrodes. If carbon nanotubes can be 
assembled into high modulus and high strength assemblies (such as filaments, ribbons, 
yams, or sheets) that maintain their ability to electrochemically store charge, then superior 
actuator performance should be obtainable. The problem has been that no methods are 
presentiy available for the manufacture of nanotube articles that have these needed 
characteristics. 

These and other promising applications require assembling the individual 
nanotubes into macroscopic arrays that effectively use the attractive properties of the 
individual nanotubes. This obstacle has so far hindered annlicationft detve}nnmmt. Thet 
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problem is that MWNTs and SWNTs are insoluble in oidinary aqueous solvents and do 
not fonn melts even at very high temperatures. Under certain conditions, and with the aid 
of surfactants and ultrasonic dispersion, bundles of SWNTs can be made to form a stable 
colloidal suspension in an aqueous medium. Filtration of these suspensions on a fine-pore 
filter medium, as described by Lui et al. in Science 280, 1253 (1998), results in the 
production of a paper-like sheet which has been called "bucky paper"' (in reference to 
buckminsterfuUerene, or Ceo, the first member of the fuUerene family of carbon cluster 
molecules). Such sheets, which can range in convenientiy obtainable thickness from 10- 
100 microns, possess mechanical strength derived from the micro-scale entanglement of 
the nanotube bundles. Bucky paper preserves the large accessible surface area of the 
nanotube bundles^ but typically exhibit greatly reduced elastic modulus values (a few GPa) 
that are a very small fraction of the intrinsic elastic modulus of either the individual 
SWNTs or the SWNT bundles. 

A recently reported method for processing carbon nanotubes provides nanotube 
fibera whose mechanical properties significantly surpass those of ordinary bucky paper. 
This method was described by B. Vigolo et al. in Science 290, 1331 (2000) and by R. H. 
Baugbman in Science 290, 1310 (2000). According to this process, the carbon nanotubes 
are firat dispersed in an aqueous or non-aqueous solvent with the aid of a surfactant. A 
narrow jet of this nanotube dispersion is then injected into a rotating bath of a more 
viscous liquid in such a way that shear forces at the point of injection cause partial 
aggregation and alignment of the dispersed nanotube bundles. This viscous liquid contains 
an agent or agents, which act to neutralize tiie dispersing action of the surfactant. 
Consequentiy, the jet of dispersed nanotubes is rapidly coagulated into a low-density array 
of entangled nanotubes - thereby gaining a small (but useful) amount of tensile strength. 
The wet filament is then washed in water, and the washed filament is subsequendy 
witiidrawn from the wash bath and dried. During which draw-dry process, capillary forces 
collapse the loosely tangled array of nanotubes into a compact thin fiber having a density 
of about 1.5 gm/cc (close to the theoretical density of a compact array of carbon 
nanotubes). This total process will henceforth be referred to as the coagulation spinning 
(CS) process. 

In a typical CS process, as described by Bemier et al., the nanotubes are disperaed 
in water with the aid of sodium dodecyl sulphate (SDS) surfactant. The viscous carrier 
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liquid is an aqueous solution of polyvinyl alcohol (PVA) in which the PVA also serves to 
neutralize the effect of the SDS surfactant by directly replacing these molecules on the NT 
surfaces. Bemier et al. describe prefened concentrations for the various ingredients, and 
viscosity ranges and flow velocities of the spinning solutions. Polarized light microscopy 
of the coagulated nanotube fibers confirms preferential alignment of the NTs along the 
fiber axis. Further evidence of NT alignment is provided by the measured extensional 
elastic modulus, which is approximately 10 GPa for the final CS fibers,, as compared to 
typically I GPa for bucky paper. 

Unfortunately, the fibers made by the CS process are not useful in applications as 
electrodes immersed in liquid electrolytes because of a surprising shape memory effect 
This shape memory effect causes the CS fibers to dramatically swell (by 100% or more) 
and lose most of their dry-state modulus and strmgth. Because of this structural instability 
of fibers made by the CS process, diey are unusable for critically important applications 
that use liquid electrolytes, such as in supercapacitors and in electromechanical actuators. 
In contrast, as-produced bucky paper made fit>m the same nanotubes can be used for both 
capacitor and actuator devices that use liquid electiplytes. 

Yashi et al (Y.K- Yashi et al., Materials Research Society Symposium 
Proceedings, "Science and Technology of Fullerene Materials," 359, pg. 81-6, 1995) 
attempt to overcome the problems inherent in the CS process by using a method for 
forming a bundle of aligned carbon nanotubes by extruding a mixture of carbon nanotubes 
and polypropylene through a small die having a diameter of 2 mm which is maintained at 
200 ®C. These materials do not have properties that would render them useful in actual 
mechanical or electrochemical applications, since they are made with such a low loading 
of the carbon nanotubes and the polypropylene remains in the final product. In the present 
method, the polymer carrier is removed 

Glaticowski et al. (U.S.P. 6,265.466) teach a metiiod for preparing an 
electromagnetic shielding composite having nanotubes wherein the nanotubes are oriented 
when a shearing force is applied to the composite. The method includes a step of providing 
a polymer with an amount of nanotubes,'and imparting a shearing force to the polymer and 
nanotubes to orient the nanotubes. Glaticowski et al. generically teach that the nanotube 
concentration can be as high as 15 wt%, but it is preferable that the concentration is 0.1 to 
L5 wt%. These materials do not have properties tiiat would render them useful in actual 
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mechanical or electrochemical applications, since they are made with such a low loading 
of the caibon nanotubes. In the present method, a much higher shearing force is used to 
orient the nanotubes, thereby allowing for a much higher concentration of the nanotubes in 
the final product. 

Lobovsky et al (copending U.S. Serial No. 09/946432) teach a method of forming 
fibers, ribbons and yams, wherein the carbon nanotubes are first dispersed in an aqueous 
or non-aqueous solvent with the aid of a surfactant in the CS process described above, The 
present method has the advantage over the method of Lobovsky et aL in that the present 
method provides more freedom in the shaping of the final product and it allows for 
increased loadings of the caibon nanotubes, and as such can be used in a greater variety of 
applications. 

Thus, the prior art processes fail to provide materials containing caibon nanotube 
fibers that have high modulus, high strength, and high toughness for structural 
applications, as well as for multifunctional applications where extreine mechanical 
properties are combined with other functionalities, such as actuation, mechanical energy 
harvesting, mechanical dampening, thermal energy harvesting, and energy storage. 
Although the individual nanotube fibers have veiy attractive performance, the prior art has 
not demonstrated processes where these properties of the individual nanotubes can be 
effectively used in macrofibers composed of the nanofibers. 



Summarv Of The Invention 

The present invention solves the problems associated with prior art processes, by 
providing an efficient method for melt spinning carbon nanotube composites wherein the 
caibon nanotubes have a high loading in the composites (greater than 8%), and such high 
loadings result in the mechanical properties, electronic conductivity, or electrochemical 
activity needed for key applications. 

The present invention, in part, is drawn to a process which enables the spinning of 
carbon nanotube fibers containing a high loading of nanotubes in a fibrous component or a 
layer. This spinning process is enabled by the use of one or more fiber components as a 
support and alignment element for another fiber component that contains a polymer that is 
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heavily loaded with paibon nanotubes. This process, which is generically applicable to 
various types of carbonaceous and nonTcarbonaceous nanofibers, provides nanotube- 
containing fibers having complex cross-sections that are particularly applicable for 
mechanical reinforcement, thermal and electrical conduction, energy storage, energy 
harvesting, and electromechanical actuation. 

The process comprises a step of melt flowing a first composition comprising a core 
polymer thereby aligning the molecules of the core polymer to be in a substantially 
parallel arrangement in the direction of the flow and combining a second composition 
comprising a sheath polymer in the melt phase and carbon nanotubes such that the carbon 
nanotubes align in the general direction of the core polymer molecules, and a step of 
removing at least 50 wt% of the core and sheath polymer molecules. 

The present invention, in part, is drawn to a structure comprising carbon nanotubes 
wherein the carbon nanotubes are oriented lengthwise in the same general direction and in 
a high density. 

Hie present invention, in part, is drawn to an apparatus for preparing the structure 
comprising aligned carbon nanotubes, said apparatus comprising an upper spinneret and a 
lower spinneret arranged in such a manner as to create a high shear force on a mixture of 
polymers and carbon nanotubes to align the carbon nanotubes in the general direction of 
the flow. 

Advantages of the present invention will become more apparent from the detailed 
description given hereinafter. However, it should be understood that the detailed description 
and specific examples, while indicating preferred embodiments of the invention, are given by 
way of illustration only, since various changes and modifications within the spirit and scope 
of the invention will become apparent to those skilled in die art from tius detailed 
description. 

Brief Description Of The Drawings 

Figure lA is ai photograph of a hollow macrotube in which an air core is 
surrounded by a sheatii of axially oriented nanotubes; 

Figure IB is a photograph of the hollow macrotube of Figure lA showing the 
section between the superimposed canrots in Ficure lA at a hieher maenificatinn (thin 



wo 03/076703 



PCT/US03/06404 



-8- 

shows that the direction of the nanotubes at the break aie generally in the direction of the 
length of the hollow macrotube); 

Figure 2A is a schematic diagram of the spinning apparatus; 

Figure 2B is a cross section of cavity (B) (5a) of the spinning apparatus of Figure 
2A depicting the core polymer surrounded by aligned nanotubes; 

Figure 3 is a photograph of the cross section of macrotubes having walls consisting 
of aligned carbon nanotubes and the core of each macrotube contains polypropylene; 

Figure 4 is a photograph of the hollow macrotubes having walls consisting of 
aligned carbon nanotubes; and 

Figure S is a schematic diagram of the infiltration reactor containing a 3-zone 
furnace with a constant temperature hot zone about 14 inches long; 

Detailed Description Of The Invention 

The coagulation spinning (CS) process of the conventional art has the following 
liabilities that aie eliminated by the present invention: (a) the conventional art process was 
unstable since it could be practiced only in a narrow range of spinning paramet^ and a 
very restricted concentration range for the carbon nanotubes in the spinning solution, (b) 
the degree of alignment of the fibers produced by the conventional art CS process is not 
high, and (c) the nanotube fibers spun by the conventional art are not dimensionally stable 
and the mechanical properties degrade when these fibers are placed in the liquid 
electrolytes that are needed for key applications. 

The present invention, in part, is drawn to a process of making a structure 
comprising carbon nanotubes, said process comprising: a step of melt flowing a first 
composition comprising a core polymer through a spinneret to align molecules of the core 
polymer to be in a substantially parallel arrangement and combining a second composition 
comprising a sheath polymer in the melt phase and carbon nanotubes with the flow of the 
first composition thereby aligning die carbon nanotubes to be in the genmil direction of 
the core polymer molecules, and a step of removing at least 50% of the core and sheath 
polymer molecules. 

The constituents of the second composition are not particularly limi.ted so long as 
they are compatible with the constituents of the first composition, i.e., tiie combination of 
the two compositions should not separate into multiole ohases. Also, the nolvmerR nf the 
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two compositions preferably should be able to wet the carbon nanotubes during the flow 
step. 

Additives known in the art, such as plasticizers, antitackifying agents, solvents, 
etc», can be added to the first and/or second compositions. It is preferred to use additives 
\yhich improve the ability of the composition to form the carbon nanotube structure and 
that are easily removed once the structure has been formed. 

Preferably, the polymer of the first and second compositions has a melting 
temperature (Tm) of greater than 50^C and a weight average molecular weight of at least 
10,000 (as measured using high pressure liquid chromatography). More preferably the 
polymer has a Tm in a range of SO-SOO'^C and a weight average molecular weight in a range 
of 40,000-2.000,000. 

In a preferred embodiment, the second composition comprises a polymer having a 
backbone comprising at least one structural unit which is identical in type with a structural 
unit on the backbone of the polym^ of the first composition. The structural unit on the 
backbone of the polymers of the first and second composition is at least one selected &om 
the group consisting of an alkylene, alkene, alkyne, amide, ether, uiethane, siloxane, 
silane, urea, caibonyl and carboxyl. 

The polymers of the first and second composition are, individually, a substituted or 
unsubsdtuted homopolymer or (block or random) copolymer and is at least one selected 
fipom the group consisting of polyolefin (such as polybutadiene, polystyrene, polyethylene, 
and polypropylene), polyurethane, polysiloxane, polysilane, polyacrylate, 
polyalkylacrylate (such as polymethylacrylate, or polyethylacrylate), polymethacrylate, 
polyalkyl methacrylate (such as polymethyl methacrylate or polyethyl methacrylate), 
polyamide, polyoxymethylene. polyester (such as polyalkylene terephthalate), 
polyesteramide, polyether and polyetheramide. Preferably, the polymers of the first and 
second composition are identical in type. More, preferably, the polymers of the first and 
second composition are polyolefins. Most preferably, the polymers of the first and second 
composition are both polypropylene. 

The type of carbon nanotubes for use in the present invention are not particularly 
limited, and can be made fiY)m any process known in tiie art. The carbon nanotubes in the 
second composition is in a concentration of greater than 10 wt% based on the weight of 
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the second composition. Preferably, the concentration of the carbon nanotubes is 15-45 
wt%. Most preferably, the concentration of the carbon nanotubes is 25*40wt%. 

During the flow step, the movement of the carbon nanotubes in the polymer 
composition is akin to the movement of logs in a river, i.e., the carbon nanotubes tend to 
align in xhe direction of the flow. ITie resulting extrusions are analyzed by X-ray 
diffraction to detennine the degree of orientation of carbon nanbtubes in the matrix. The 
degree of orientation "f , known as Hennans orientation parameter, is deteiinined fix>m 
the relation 

f=(3(cos^*)-l)/2 

where c|» is the angle between the axis of the extrusion and nanotube. The degree of 
orientation f is a function that varies, fiom 0 for a sanq)le with randomly oriented 
nanotubes to 1 for a sample in which all the nanotubes are perfectly aligned along one 
direction. The composite structure of the present invention comprises carbon nanotubes 
aligned to give an f value of 0.590 - 1.00. Preferably, the f value is 0.630 - 0.900, and 
most preferably the f value is 0.630-0.750. 

The alignment of such a high concentration of carbon nanotubes is made possible 
by a high shear force imposed in the composition during flow. 

In the step of removing the polymer molecules from the carbon nanotube 
composition, at least 50 mol% of the polymer molecules are removed. Preferably, at least 
90 mol% of the polymer molecules are removed. Most preferably, at least 99.5% of the 
polymer iholecules are removed. The removal of the polymer molecules can be done by 
any method so long as the carbon nanotube structure is not seriously affected. Preferably, 
the polymer molecules are removed in a melting step. The source of the heat is not 
particularly limited and includes, for example, a conventional oven or microwave oven. 

The inventive process may further comprise a step of densifying the structure by 
depositing carbon, silicon and/or silicon carbide. The method for performing this step is 
not particularly limited, and can be performed by any known in the. art. When the 
structure has be^ densified with carbon CVD, it preferably has a flex strength as 
measured by die 3-point flex method of at least 0.2 GPa. More preferably the densifled 
structure haa a flex Rtmnoth nf 0 7-0^ OPn A1«a thA HmeifiA/i efn«/%tiM Unt, « 
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concentration of at least 15 wt% of carbon nanotubes based off the total weight of the 
stnicture. Preferably, the caibon nanotube concentration is 20-80 wt%, and most 
preferably, the concentration ijs 30-50 wt%. 

The shape of the structure can be altered and depends on the shape of the spinneret 
cavity. If the spinneret cavity has a round opening, the structure will form in a rod-like 
shape with the carbon nanotubes surrounding the parallel polymers of the first and second 
composition. In this case, the carbon nanotubes become the walls of hollow macrotubes 
when the polymers are removed as shown in Figures lA, IB and 4. 

Depending on the type of application, the structure may fiirther comprise at least 
one of deposited or infiltrated carbon, silicon and silicon carbide which has been deposited 
in the caibon nanotubes. 

Thus, these materials coii^>rising carbon nanotubes have high modulus, high 
strength, and high toughness for structural applications such as for brake pads in airplanes, 
as well as for multifunctional applications where extreme mechanical properties are 
combined with other functionalities, such as actuation, mechanical energy harvesting, 
mechanical dampening, thermal energy harvesting, and energy storage. 

The nanotube stnicture of the invention can be utilized for tiie storage of gases 
such as hydrogen. Carbon nanotubes are known to store hydrogen (M. S. Dresselhaus et 
oL, MRS Bulletin 24, 45-50 (1999)) and die fiber or ribbon geometry is good for this 
application because it keeps the nanotubes in place (i.e., the nanotubes don't fly out with 
the hydrogen when the hydrogen is withdrawn from the storage vessel). The gas storage 
system can be an aimular nanotube body made by winding the nanotube fiber or ribbon on 
a mandrel. This annular body would be contained in a cylindrical pressure vessel with a 
gas inlet/oudet port An external or internal heater would be used for describing the stored 
gas. 

The actuators enabled by the fibers, ribbons, and yams of this invention may be 
used for the conversion of electrical energy to mechanical energy. The applications for 
these mechanical actuators are diverse and include, for example, robotic devices; high 
temperature air flow valves for aircraft engines; optical switches for optical fiber 
interconnects; adjustable structures for vibration suppression and failure avoidance; phase 
shifters for optical gyroscopes; precision electronic gyroscopes; and artificial muscles for 
soace suits, lliese electromechanical actuators resultine from invention emhndimentft can 
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provide (a) high-stress-generadon capabilities, (b) high gravimetric and volumetric work 
capabilities per cycle, and (c) high volumetric and gravimetric power generation 
capabilities. Also, the actuators of the prefeired embodiments can operate at low voltages, 
which provides savings in device electronics, avoids potential safety hazards, and 
minimizes electromagnetic interference effects. 

The carbon nanotube fibers of invention embodiments can also be used for 
carrying high currents. This capability to carry high currents results from the combination 
of their reasonably high electrical conductivities and their high thermal conductivity and 
high thermal stability (enabling substantial heating and conduction of produced heat from 
the fibers). The invention embodiments tiiat provides the NT fibers of this invention as 
windings on a mandrel (with optional heat set on the mandrel) enables a preferred use of 
the carbon nahotubes as motor windings, electromagnet windings, and the winding for 
transformers. 

The present invention, in part is drawn to an apparatus for preparing the structure 
comprising carbon nanotubes. The following description of die apparatus refers to Figure 
2, which (for simplicity) shows a single capillary (combination of 6, 10, 2, Sa, 17, 24, and 
IS) formed in the lower spinneret (4) and die upp^ spiitmeret (1);. however, the apparatus 
can have multiple c^illaries, preferably 5-30 capillaries. Said apparatus comprises an 
upper spinneret (1) having iimer walls (3) defining a cavity (A) (2) through which a core 
polymer flows, a lower spirmeret (4) having inner walls (S) defining a cavity (B)(Sa) 
which is aligned with the cavity (A) (2) so that the core polymer flowing from the upper 
spinneret (1) flows directiy into the cavity (B)(5a), the lower spinneret (4) having an upper 
surface (20, 22) which is indented to form at least one cavity (C) (6, 10) for a mixture 
comprising a sheath polymer and carbon nanotubes (19), wherein die cavity (C) (6, 10) is 
defined by an inner wall (7, 11). bottom wall (8, 12) and outer wall (9, 13). a spacer (shim) 
(18. 24) is in contact with the upper surface (20. 22) of the lower spinneret and a lower 
surface (21, 23) of the upper spinneret, said spacer (18, 24) separating the upper surface 
(20, 22) of the lower spinneret from the lower surface (21, 23) of die upper spinneret to 
form a tubular passage (also referred to herein as "annular space") (17, 24) which cormects 
cavity (C) (6, 10) with cavity (B) (5a) to allow flow of die sheath polymer/carbon 
nanombe mixture from cavity (C) (6, 10) to cavity (B) (Sa) to coat the core polymer to 
form a carbon nanotube coated polymer mixture, die inner walls defining cavity (B) (Sa) 
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constrict at a constricting point (14) to reduce the diameter of cavity (B) (5a) at element . 
(15) from a distance Di to a distance De thereby increasing the shear force on the carbon 
nanotube coated polymer mixture before exiting the apparatus through an exit hole (16) in 
the lower spinneret (4). 

There may be multiple cavities (C)(6, 10) which are concentrically located around 
cavity (B)(5a) and are each connected to cavity (B)(5a) with an annular space (17. 24). In 
addition, it is contemplated that cavity (C)(6, 10) may be a single concentric cavity which 
is connected to cavity (B)(5a) by multiple annular spaces (17, 24). The distance between 
cavity (B)(5a) and cavity (C)(6, 10) relates to the value of Do. Specifically, Do is an 
average of twice the distance between the inner wall (7. 11) of cavity (C) (6, 10) and the 
cent^ of cavity (B)(Sa), and this distance is measured at an angle which is perpendicular 
to the flow of the core polymer through cavity (B)(5a). In the situation where the cavity 
(C)(6, 10) is a single concentric cavity which is connected to cavity (B)(Sa) by multiple 
annular spaces (17, 24), the line Do is a measure of the diameter of the inner wall (7, 1 1). 

Hie spacer or shim between the upper spinneret (1) and the lower spinneret (4) can . 
be adjusted in size to adjust the height of the annular space (17, 24). 

By adjusting the spacer (shim) (18, 24) height, the shear force imposed on tiie 
polymer conqiosition can be adjusted, since the shim height relates to the velocity of the 
polymer flow. It is preferred that the shim height be adjusted so that die height of die 
annular space is less than the average length of the carbon nanotubes. This small height 
aids in aligning the carbon nanotubes in the direction of the flow. 

The velocities Vo and Vi are measured at the point of flow where Do and Di are 
measured, respectively. An increase in die ratio of Do/Di results in an increase in the 
velocity of the flow of the polymer/carbon nanotube composition as shown in the 
following equation. 

Do/Di = V|A^o. 

Since the flow at this portion of the apparatus is essentially sheet-like, the mcrease in 
velocity is directiy proportional to the decrease in diameter. 

In the inventive apparatus, the composite material is subjected to further 
extensional flow as the diameter of the capillary decreases from Dj to De at die constrictioh 
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point (14) of the capillary. Since the extensional flow in this portion of the apparatus is a 
cylindrical-type flow, the velocity increase is proportional to the square of the ratio of the 
diameters as follows: 

VeA^i = (Di/Def 

The ability of the inventive apparatus to orient a much higher concentration of 
carbon nanotubes than has been shown in the prior art is attributed to the combination of 
the two points in the apparatus where the velocity increases. The present inventors are not 
aware of prior art teaching this advantage. 

The following examples are provided by way of illustration to show bow the 
inventive structure comprising oriented carbon nanotubes can be prepared and should not 
be construed as limiting the invention in any way. 

Inventive Examples f l)-(4) 

Macrotubes comprising oriented carbon nanotubes were prepared as follows. 
Multiwall carbon nanotubes (product designation - "PR19HT" firom Applied Sciences. Lie. 
141 West Xenia Ave. CedarviUe, P.O. Box 579, Ohio 45314-0579) were used having the 
following dimensions: 1) 90 nm inner diameter; 2) a carbon vapor deposited outer layer 
resulting in an outer diameter of 150-200 nm; and 3) 50-100 microns in length. These 
multiwall carbon nanotubes were annealed in vacuum at 3000^C. 30 wt% of nanotubes 
were compounded with 70 wt% polypropylene having a melt flow index QAPl) of 55 
(product designation "RG-7910" supplied by Solvay Polymers, Inc; 3333 Richmond Ave, 
Houston, Texas 77098-3099) to form a second composition. This second composition was 
spun as a sheath in a bicomponent fiber spinning apparatus (described in the following 
paragraph) witii a first composition which formed a core consisting of 100% 
polypropylene having a MFI = 9.5 (supplied by Solvay Polymers, Inc) to form macrotubes 
having walls composed of oriented carbon nanotubes and a polypropylene core as shown 
in Figure 3. 

The apparatus is shown in Figure 2 and was designed to induce an extensional flow 
on the composition. It consisted of 18 annular passages having an outer diameter DnP 0.1 
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inch, an inner diameter Di = O.OS inch and an exit diameter De = O.OIS inch. A spacer 
haying a thickness of 0.003 inch (76 micron) was used to contiol the diameter of the 
annular space A. By maintaining the diameter of the annular space to a distance that is less 
than or equal to the average length of the carbon nanotubes, the carbon nanotubes begin to 
align in the direction of the flow. The sheath composition supplied in the annular space 
from the suirounding cavity (C)(6, 10) undergoes an extensional flow as it travels inside of 
the annulus. Initially the ratio of composition velocities increase according to VjA^o = 
D(/Di = 0.1/0.05 = 2. Then the composite material is subjected to further ext^ional flow 
as the diameter of the capiUaiy decreases from 0.5 in. to 0.1 S in. at the constriction point 
(14) of the capillary. The ratio of the velocities is proportional to the square of the ratio of 
the diameters since this is a cylindrical-type flow. The increase in the velocity due to the 
constriction (14) satisfies the relationship Vc/Vj = Pi/De)^ = (0.5/0.15)^ = 11.1 The 
orientation of the carbon nanotubes of the sheath composite is attributed to this high 
velocity extensional flow in the annular and cylindrical spaces as well as the high shear 
taking place in the annular space due to narrow slot A. As a result, the multiwall 
nanotubes in the sheath assumed a preferential orientation along the axis of the 
polypropylene fibers to form macrotubes having walls composed of oriented carbon 
nanotubes and a polypropylene core as shown in Figure 3. 

PreinJUtration Step - 

Die macrotubes containing a polypropylene core woe subjected to a pre- 
infiltration treatment step to remove the polypropylene core as follows: 

Example (1) - no pre-infiltration treatment step; 

Example (2) - the spun samples were placed in a furnace at SOO^C under air and 
the polypropylene was burned out leaving the hollow cylindrically shaped macrotubes; 

Example (3) - the spun samples were placed in a microwave oven under air and the 
polypropylene was burned out leaving the hollow cylindrically shaped macrotubes; and 

Example (4) - the spun samples were placed in a microwave oven under nitrogen 
and the polypropylene was removed by melting leaving the hollow cylindrically shaped 
macrotubes. 

Hie cylindrically shaped hollow macrotubes of Examples (2)-(4) are shown in 
Figures lA, IB and 4. Figure IB shows the macrotube at the break. This clearlv shows 
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that the carbon nanotubes are piefeientially oriented in the lengthwise direction of the 
hollow macrotube. This hollow macrotube stiucture comprising carbon nanotubes is 
prefened for applications for supeicapacitor applications. Actuator devices, 
supercapacitort en^gy harvesting and related electrochemical devices based on carbon 
nanotubes are described by Baughman et al. in Science 284, 1340^1344 (1999). Also, 
Tennent et oL have described in US Patent 6,031,711 the application of sheets of carbon 
nanotubes as high performance supeicapacitors. 

TTie following describes the ejiperimental apparatus of Figure 5 and conditions used to 
densify the carbon fibers. 

The macrotubes were mounted in the infiltration reactor of Figure 5 by placing a 
quantity of the fiber material inside of an approximately 1" diameter x 3" long quartz tube 
that is open on both ends, or by winding the fibers on the exterior of the quartz tube. The 
quartz tubes were then placed on a quartz carrier and inserted into the reactor. Hie tubes 
containing the fibers were centered along the axis of a 3'' ID quartz reactor tube. This tube 
is contained in a S-zone furnace with a constant temperature hot-zone approximately 14" 
long. A schematic of the infiltration reactor is shown in Figure 5. 

The reactor gas flows are controlled by MKS mass flow controllers, and the 
pressure is set by an MKS pressure control valve at the furnace exit All process 
parameters (gas flows, reactor pressure and furnace temperature) are controlled by 
computer. 

After the fiber samples were placed in the reactor, the system was evacuated using 
a roughing pump. After pump down, the infiltration cycle was initiated as follows. An 
argon stream was introduced into the reactor at a flow rate of 586 standard cubic 
centimeters per minute (seem) and a pressure of 60 torr. The reactor was heated to 500 °C 
in 15 minutes while maintaining the above gas conditions. This temperature was 
maintained for 10 minutes and dien increased to 1020 °C in 30 minutes. After a 10 minute 
soak at 1020 ^C, the argon stream was switched to the infiltration gas mixture which 
consisted of 576 seem of methane (99.97% purity) and 11.7 seem of propane (99.5% 
purity). These gas flows were maintained at a pressure of 60 toir for 12 hours, after which 
the reactor was cooled to room temperature under an argon gas fiow as described above. 
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The infiltration conditions described fonn a caibon layer that is approximately 0.S 
thick. 

Tlie result was a hollow macrotube in which an air core is surrounded by a sheath 
comprising a composite of axially oriented nanotubes as shown in Figures lA and IB. 

Measured Mechanical Properties of Macrotube Fibers Additionally Consolidated 
Through CVD Process - 

Sections of the macrotube fiber were tested by tiie 3-point flex method as described 
in ASTM D790-86. The flex stress and the modulus were calculated using the fonniilas 
given in the standard. The nominal external fiber sample diameter D = 0.015 in. The fiber 
is hollow with an internal diameter d=0.0084 in., and the internal to sctemal diameter ratio 
is q)prDximately d/D - 0.56. The test was perfomied using a beam span (distance between 
the supports) L=0.25 in. The tester loading (ciosshead) speed used in the test = 0. 1 in/min. 

The average flex breaking strength calculated by the standard fonnulas for the 
sample (the nominal sample diameto- D - 0.01 S in) is 28.7 ksi (kilopounds per square inch 
=1000 psi) or 0.22GPa. The average modulus is 2.06 ± 027 Msi (megapounds per square 
inch =1,000,000 psi) or 16 GPa, and elongation to break is equal 1.5%. Taking into 
consideration the fact that the outer cnist of the macrofiber is CVD material only, the 
calculated values for the stioigth and the modulus are higjier. 

For the homogeneous nanotube material (with outside diameter ]>=0.138 in, as 
estimated fiom the micrographs), according to the standard fonnulas the strength is equal 
= 0.30 GPa and the avwage modulus=24.6 GPa, These results are shown in the table, 
where they are compared to the data for conventional C/C brake composite {PAN-+pitch): 



Conventional C/C brake composite 
(PAN + pitch matrix) 

Dia 

Flex strength 13 - 20 Ksi (0.091 - 0.14 GPa ) 
Modulus 3 - 5 Msi (21 - 35 GPa) 



Hollow fiber with nanotube composite 
(multi-wall nanotubes -f CVD) 
Assume 0.015" Dia | Assume 0.138" 

0.22 GPa I 0.3 GPa 

16 GPa I 24.6 GPa 
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Comparative Example fl) 
A mixture of 30% by weight of carbon nanotubes and 70% polypropylene was 
spun into a fiber using a conventional apparatus sudi as described by Glatkowski et al. 
(U.S.P. 6.265,466). The apparatus includes a spinneret having a cavity with a single point 
of constriction at the spinneret exit. Thus, this apparatus provides only a single point 
where the velocity increases. The increase in velocity ofVe/Vi = ff)i/De)^ = (0.5/0.15)^ = 
11.1. 

The resulting extrusions of Comparative Example 1 as well as the miacrotubes 
produced in Inventive Example 1 were examined by x-ray diffraction to determine the 
degree of orientation "f of carbon nanotub^ in the matrix. The degree of orientation 'T* 
is a function that varies fiom 0 for a sample with randomly oriented nanotubes to 1 for a 
sample in which all the nanotubes are perfectly aligned along one direction. 





f 


Inventive Example 1 


0.656 


Comparative Exaiiq)le 1 


0.587 



The X-Ray analysis results indicate a higher degree of orientation in the extruded 
tubes of Inventive Example 1, which was produced with a higher increase in velocity and 
shear force then the Comparative Example 1 of Glatkowski et al 

Example fS) 

A total of 6 samples prepared by the method of Example 4 were densified through 
a CVD process and were mechanically tested. 

Using Instron 5565 with a sensitive 2.5N load cell, the sections of the fiber were 
tested by 3-point flex method using the following parameters: 
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- Selected beam span- 0.25 in 

- Cross head speed - 0. 1 in/min 

The results are provided in the table below. The results in the table below were 
prepared taking into consideration 'ttie following factors. First, the measured nominal 
extemal fiber diameter D = 0.015 in. Second, the fiber was hollow, with an mtemal to 
extemal diameter ratio of approximately 0.56. Third, tiie i^per crust of the fiber is CVD 
material only, and does not contribute to the flex resistance, so one has to reduce the outer 
fiber diameter in the calculation. Using the micro-graphs this reduction was estimated by a 
factor of 0.9. 

K 

Comparat ive Rimmplp. fl) 

A conventionally prepared carbon/carbon composite brake (PAN + pitch) was 
tested for comparison with the samples obtained in Example (5) above. The results are 
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Flex Breaking 
Streagth (GPa) 


Average Modulus 
(GPa) 


Elongation to Break 


Inventive 
Example 5 


0.3 


24.6 


1.5% 


Comparative 
Example 2 


0.091-0.14 


21-35 





Thus, the overall strength of the inventive composite brake pads inade by the 
inventive method is much higher than the strength of the conventional composite brake 
pads. 



It is to be understood that the foregoing descriptions and specific embodiments 
shown herein are merely illustrative of the best mode of the invention and the principles 
thereof, and that modifications and additions may be easily made by those skilled in the ait 
without depaiting for the spirit and scope of the invention, which is therefore understood 
to be limited only by the scope of the appended claims. 
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What is claimed is: 

1 . A process for preparing a structure comprising carbon nanotubes, said 
process comprising: 

a step of melt flowing a first composition comprising a core polymer through 
a spinneret to align molecules of the core polymer to be in a substantially parallel 
arrangement, 

a step of combining a second composition comprising a sheath polymer in 
the melt phase and carbon nanotubes with the flow of the first composition thereby 
aligning the carbon nanotubes to be in the general direction of the core polymer 
molecules, and 

a step of removing at least 50% by weight of the core and sheath polymer 
molecules. 

2. The process according to claim 1, wherein the core polymer and the sheath 
polymer have backbones comprising at least one identical type of structural unit. 

3. . The process according to claim 1, wherein the carbon nanotubes in the 
structure are aligned to give an f value of 0.590 - 1 .00. 

4. The process according to claim 1, wherein the core and the sheath polymers 
are removed leaving hollow macrotubes having walls composed of carbon 
nanotubes. 

5. The process according to claim 1, further comprising a step of densifying the 
structure by depositing carbon, silicon or silicon carbide. 

6. A structure comprising at least 15 wt% of carbon nanotubes based on the 
total weight of the structure, wherein the carbon nanotubes in the structure are 
aligned to give an f value of 0.590 - 1.00. 

7. The structure according to claim 6, wherein at least one of carbon, silicon 
and silicon carbide has been deposited on the carbon nanotubes. 
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8. The structure according to claim 6, wherein the structure is a hollow 
macrotube comprising walls made of the carbon nanotubes. 

9. A friction material for braking systems comprising the structure according to 
claim 6. 

1 0. An apparatus for preparing a structure comprising aligned carbon nanotubes 
according to claim 6, said apparatus comprising an upper spinneret having inner 
walls defining a cavity (A) through which a core polymer flows, a lower spinneret 
having inner walls defining a cavity (B) which is aligned with the cavity (A) so that 
the core polymer flowing from the upper spinneret flows directly into the cavity (B), 
the lower spinneret having an upper surface which is indented to form at least one 
cavity (C) for a mixture comprising a sheath polymer and carbon nanotubes, wherein 
the cavity (C) is defined by an inner wall, bottom wall and outer wall, the lower 
spinneret containing at least one aimular space which connects cavity (C) with 
cavity (B) to allow flow of the sheath polymer/carbon nanotube mixture firom cavity 
(C) to cavity (B) to coat the core polymer to form a carbon nanotube coated polymer 
mixture, the inner walls defining cavity (B) constrict at a constricting point to reduce 
the diameter of cavity (B) to a distance D-, thereby increasing the shear force on the 
carbon nanotube coated polymer mixture before exiting the apparatus through an 
exit hole in the lower spirmeret. 



wo 03/076703 PCT/US03/06404 




FIG.1A 




FIG.1B 



BEST AVAiyVBI£ COPY 



wo 03/076703 



PCT/US03/06404 



2/5 





FIG.2B 



wo 03/076703 



PCT/US03/06404 



3/5 




FIG.3 



wo 03/076703 



4/5 



PCT/US03/06404 




wo 03/076703 



5/5 



PCTAJS03/06404 



ARGON 



METHANE ^LHn 



PROPANE -^FS? 



FURNACE f 

TO VACUUM 
PUMP 



FIG.5 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Intemat^^ Application No 

PCT/US 03/06404 



A. CUSSIRCATION OF SUBJECT MATTER . rsrx-inc /'^a nnirft/rtii r^f\^r^ /^ n 

IPC 7 DOIF9A2 D01D5/24 D01D5/34 DG1F8/04 DOlFl/10 



Accorcflng to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both nalional classincaHon and IPC 

B. HELPS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentatton searched (dasstricallon system foUowed by das&tflcation symbols) 

IPC 7 DOIF DOID 



Documentation aearched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are Induded In the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the International search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal , WPI Data, PAJ 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Caiegoiy * 


Citallon of document, wtth Indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


X 

Y 
Y 


wo 01 92381 A (BARRERA ENRIQUE V ;UNIV 
RICE WILLIAM M (US); LOZANO KAREN (US); 
CH) 6 December 2001 (2001-12-06) 
the whole document 
page 3, line 7 -page 4, line 23 
page 9, line 8 -page 17; claims 1-5 

DATABASE WPI 

Section Ch, Week 197642 

Derwent Publications Ltd., London, GB; 

Class A81, AN 1976-78353X 

XP002247734 

& JP 51 099122 A (MITSUBISHI RAYON CO LTD) 
, 1 September 1976 (1976-09-01) 
abstract 

-/-- 


6 

1-4 
1-4 


[Tj 


lier documents are listed In the continuation of box C, ^ Patent family members are listed In annex. 


• Spedal categories ot cited documents : ^^^^ document published after the InternaUonal filing dale 

^. ^ . . or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
*A* document defining the general state of the art which is not dtgd to understand the principle or theory underlying the 

considered to be of particular relevance Invention 
'E' eariler document but published on or after the Iniematlonal ciocument of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 

ming dale cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
•L' document which may throw doubts on priority clalm(s) or Involve an Inventive step when the document Is taken alone 

which Is cited to establish the publication date of anolher documenl of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 

dtatlon or other special reason (as specified) cannot be considered to Involve an inventive step when the 
'Cy document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhlblllon or document Is combined wUh one or more other such docu- 

other means menls. such combination being obvious to a person aidiled 

•P* document published prior to the intematlonal filing date but ^ . . . .w 
later than the priority dale claimed & documenl member ol the same patent family 


Date of the actual oompietion of itie International search 

15 July 2O03 


Dale of mailing of the International search repori 

31/07/2003 


Name and nnaliing address oi the ISA 

European Patent Office. P.B. 5818 Palentlaan 2 
NL-22B0HVRljswljk 
Tel. {+31-70) 340-2040, Tx, 31 651 epo nl, 
Fax: {4-31-70) 340-'3018 


Authorized officer 

Tarrlda Terrell, J 



fom PCT/lSA/210 (second sheet) (July 1992) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Intema^^ Applloatlon No 

PCT/US 03/06404 



C^ConUnuaUon) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Categoiy * CBalkm of document, with Indcatbn.wliera appropilate, of the retevanl passages 



Relevant locialm No. 



EP 1 054 036 A (FINA RESEARCH) 
22 November 2000 (2000-11-22) 
the whole document 

KUMAR S ET AL: "Fibers from 
polypropylene/nano carbon fiber 
composites" 

POLYMER, ELSEVIER SCIENCE PUBLISHERS B.V, 
GB, 

vol. 43, no. 5, March 2002 (2002-03), 
pages 1701-1703, XP004312503 
ISSN: 0032-3861 
the whole document 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



imormBUon on paiem ramiiy memDers 



internal 



PCT/US 03/06404 



Patent document 
died in search report 



Put)IICBtIon 
date 



Patent family 
member(8) 



Publication 
date 



MO 0192381 



06-12-2001 



AU 
CA 
EP 
MO 



2577101 A 
2394955 Al 
1244730 Al 
0192381 Al 



11-12-2001 
06-12-2001 
02-10-2002 
06-12-2001 



JP 51099122 


A 


01-09-1976 


JP 


1205007 C 


11-05-1984 








JP 


58034566 B 


27-07-1983 


EP 1054036 


A 


22-11-2000 


EP 


1054036 Al 


22-11-2000 






AU 


4565900 A 


05-12-2000 








MO 


0069958 Al 


23-11-2000 








EP 


1181331 Al 


27-02-2002 








JP 


2002544356 T 


24-12-2002 








US 


6331265 Bl 


18-12-2001 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (patent tamOy annex) (July 18S2) 



